
Electrotechnical standardization has an international stance; 

the proportion of standardization work performed on an exclu-

sively national basis is about 5 %. European Standards play a 

significant role in implementing the single market and about 

80 % of them are based on, or identical to, the International 

Standards of the IEC.

The DKE is the platform for all interested parties in Germany 

who wish to participate in electrotechnical standardization 

work. It actively represents and safeguards German interests 

in the International and European Standardization organiza-

tions for standardization in the areas of electrical engineering 

and telecommunications IEC, CENELEC and ETSI.

The members of the DKE are provided with Internet based 

forums and electronic media for communication and the 

elaboration of standards in these bodies.

The results of standardization work conducted by IEC,  

CENELEC and ETSI are converted into national standards 

and published by DKE.

German representation of interests in  
electrotechnical standardization work

National standards and safety requirements in the fields of electrical engineering, electronics and information 

technology as well as telecommunications standards are harmonized with European and International Standards  

to the largest extent possible.

The International 

Electrotechnical Commission 

(IEC)

establishes and issues standards 

in electrical engineering, 

electronics and information 

technology on a global basis.

The European Committee 

for Electrotechnical 

Standardization (CENELEC)

is responsible for harmonization 

of the electrotechnical standards 

in the context of the European 

Union and the entire European 

economic area.

The European 

Telecommunications Standards 

Institute (ETSI)

has the task of developing 

European Standards in the area 

of telecommunications and 

related areas of information 

technologies and broadcasting.




